Childhood injury rates in Manitoba: socioeconomic influences.
Injury is the leading cause of death among Canadian children between 1 and 19 years, and accounts for one sixth of all hospitalizations of children between 0 and 19 years. We examined the causes of injury in Manitoba children, and the relationship between injury rates and region of residence, premature mortality rate (PMR), and income. Regional differences in injury death and hospitalization rates, and causes of injury were derived from the Population Health Research Data Repository. The relationship between injury rates and area income levels was assessed and correlations between regional premature mortality rates (PMR) and injury rates were calculated. Motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of injury mortality. Falls were the leading cause of injury hospitalization. Regional differences were substantial. Rural-urban differences in injury rates were pronounced; northern Manitoba's rates were very high compared to the rest of the province. Regional PMR values correlated significantly with injury mortality and hospitalization rates. Both types of injury rates correlated significantly with income; higher injury rates were associated with lower income levels. Injuries are not random events, but are related to social factors.